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The bill (H.R. 4) was passed.
(The bill will be printed in a future

edition of the RECORD.)
Mr. BINGAMAN. I move to recon-

sider the vote and move to lay that
motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate insists
on its amendment, requests a con-
ference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses, and
the Chair is authorized to appoint con-
ferees in the following ratio: Energy
Committee, 6 to 5; the Finance Com-
mittee, 3 to 2.

f

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
two nominations.

The Senator from Oklahoma.
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that one vote suf-
fice for both judges on the calendar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. BREAUX. I object.
Mr. WELLSTONE. Reserving the

right to object.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota.
Mr. WELLSTONE. I did not hear the

request.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma asked that one
vote suffice for the two nominations.

Mr. WELLSTONE. I object.
Mr. LEAHY. Reserving the right to

object.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont.
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I wish

the Senator had the courtesy of telling
the chairman what he was going to rec-
ommend. I would have pointed out to
him that under the Senate practice and
procedure, that cannot be done. There-
fore, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The majority leader.
Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, just

for the information of our colleagues,
there will be no more votes tonight
after the two votes we have on the
judges. The next vote will occur on
Monday evening at approximately 5:30.
There will be no votes tomorrow.

NOMINATION OF JOAN E. LAN-
CASTER, OF MINNESOTA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT
JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF
MINNESOTA
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the nomination of Joan E. Lan-
caster, of Minnesota, to be United
States District Judge for the District
of Minnesota, which the clerk will re-
port.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Joan E. Lancaster,
of Minnesota, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Min-
nesota.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, with to-
day’s votes on Judge William
Griesbach to the U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of Wisconsin
and Justice Joan Lancaster to the
United States District Court for the
District of Minnesota, the Senate will
have confirmed its 40th and 41st dis-
trict court judges in the less than 10
months since I became chairman this
past summer. This is in addition to the
nine judges confirmed to the courts of
appeal.

With today’s votes, the total number
of Federal judges confirmed since the
change in Senate majority will now be
50. As our action today demonstrates,
again, we are moving to confirm Presi-
dent Bush’s nominees at a faster pace
than the nominees of prior Presidents.

It took almost 14 months for the Sen-
ate to confirm 50 judicial nominees for
the Reagan administration. It took
more than 15 months for the Senate to
confirm 50 judicial nominees for the
Clinton administration. And it took
nearly 18 months for the Senate to con-
firm 50 judicial nominees for the
George H.W. Bush administration.

At the risk of offending some of my
colleagues, we have confirmed 50 judi-
cial nominees in 10 months—while it
took the Senate nearly twice that
amount of time to confirm the same
number of his father’s judicial nomi-
nees and nearly 50 percent more time
to confirm the same number of Presi-
dent Clinton’s and President Reagan’s
nominees. With today’s confirmations,
in the fewer than 10 months since the
shift to a Democratic majority in the
Senate, President Bush’s judicial nomi-
nees have been confirmed at a rate of
five per month, a pace nearly double
that of the average for the last three
Presidents, two of whom had Senates
led by their own party.

The confirmation of these nominees
today demonstrates our commitment
promptly to consider qualified, con-
sensus nominees. I commend Senator
KOHL and Senator FEINGOLD who
worked with Chairman SENSENBRENNER
to utilize a bipartisan commission
process to recommend District Court
nominees as has been the practice in
Wisconsin for over 20 years.

Once confirmed, Judge Griesbach,
who is a well-regarded judge in Eastern
Wisconsin, will be the first District
Judge to sit in Green Bay, WI.

Justice Lancaster, like Judge
Griesbach, received the support of her
Senators, Democrats who endorsed this
Bush nominee. Both nominees appear
to be the type of qualified, consensus
nominees that the Senate has been
confirming expeditiously to help fill
vacancies on our Federal courts. I con-
gratulate them and their families.

With today’s votes on Judge
Griesbach and Justice Lancaster, in
fewer than 10 months of Democratic
leadership, 50 judicial nominees have
been confirmed. That number exceeds
the number of judicial nominees con-
firmed during all of 2000, 1999, 1997 and
1996, four out of six full years under Re-
publican leadership. I would like to
commend all Senators, but in par-
ticular the members of the Judiciary
Committee, for their efforts to con-
sider scores of judicial nominees for
whom we have held hearings and on
whom we have had votes during the
last several months.

Mr. HATCH. I rise to support the
nomination of Joan Ericksen Lan-
caster to be U.S. District Judge for the
District of Minnesota.

I have had the pleasure of reviewing
Justice Lancaster’s distinguished legal
career, and I have concluded as did
President Bush, that she is a fine jurist
who will add a great deal to the federal
bench in Minnesota.

Justice Lancaster’s record of service
in private practice and for the govern-
ment is exemplary of the quality of
judges the President has nominated.

Following her graduation from the
University of Minnesota Law School,
Justice Lancaster worked as an Assist-
ant City Attorney, trying approxi-
mately 12 jury and 40 court trials.

From 1983 to 1993, Justice Lancaster
served as an Assistant U.S. attorney
for the District of Minnesota, rep-
resenting the federal government in
medical malpractice, tort, and insur-
ance matters, and later prosecuting
Federal crimes. Justice Lancaster then
worked for several years as a partner
with the Minneapolis firm of Leonard,
Street & Deinard.

In 1995, Justice Lancaster was named
as a District Court Judge in the 4th Ju-
dicial District in Minnesota, where she
was assigned to family and juvenile
cases. She also presided over adult civil
and criminal matters.

Since 1998, she has served as an Asso-
ciate Justice on the Minnesota Su-
preme Court.

Justice Lancaster is liaison to the
Court’s Juvenile Delinquency Rules
Committee and has served as chair of
the Minnesota Supreme Court Task
Force on Juvenile Justice Services.

She has also served on a statewide
task force devoted to addressing the
problem of fetal alcohol syndrome.

I have every confidence that Justice
Joan Lancaster will serve with distinc-
tion on the federal district court for
the District of Minnesota.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
commend to the Senate for confirma-
tion tonight the nomination of Justice
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